Many communities in Texas and other states are facing water shortages and water quality issues (poor or marginal water quality). A tremendous population growth in many southern states is also putting a strain on their water supplies and creating a worrisome competition between urban and agricultural activities. Future drought is unpredictable, and some regions have encountered extended and devastating drought periods in the past years. In addition, intensive agricultural operations like nurseries and greenhouses are under pressure to conserve water and minimize fertilizer-and chemical-laden water drainages and runoff effluents (Briggs et al., 1998; Cabrera, 2005; Camper et al., 1994) . Water availability and water quality issues are getting worse over time and are significantly affecting the future of green industries (greenhouse, nursery, landscape).
Water conservation can be achieved by irrigating greenhouse and nursery crops, and landscape plantings with alternative water sources, thus saving the dwindling clean/fresh water for other purposes. Low-maintenance plant species that are drought and salt tolerant would be desirable for green industry. The types of available alternative or nonpotable water sources vary with regions. Reclaimed municipal water is often the main alternative water. In some places, saline groundwater and agricultural drainage water are available. The salinity of reclaimed water measured as electrical conductivity (EC w ), which varies with water source and treatment processes, ranges from 1.0 to 1.9 dSÁm -1 (Schuch, 2005; Wu et al., 2001) . To successfully use these alternative water sources, information on salt tolerance of economically important ornamental plants and their salinity thresholds are needed.
Nature of partnerships, alliances, brands, and initiatives
Our team at the Texas A&M University (TAMU) System is addressing water quantity and quality issues and needs through cooperative research, teaching, and extension programs. In the past few years, our research activities have focused on salt tolerance screening and water use determination of many ornamental crops. The identification of salinity thresholds of ornamental plants will allow for the use of specific alternative water source in nursery and greenhouse operations, and urban landscapes. The water use and crop coefficient data of ornamental plants will help nursery industry, landscape professionals, and homeowners to increase irrigation efficiency by scheduling irrigation timing and determining irrigation amount more attuned to real plant needs (Niu et al., 2006) .
Water is also one of the priority areas stated in the strategic plan for the Ellison Chair in International Floriculture at TAMU. One of the first activities of the current holder of the chair was to develop a comprehensive website that compiles many of the resources regarding water best management practice, conservation practices, water auditing tools, Texas and U.S. policy resources, and detailed information regarding the Clean Water Act (TAMU, 2011 For our future research and extension efforts, we are continuing our effort in water conservation related to the green industry. For example, a PhD graduate student (A. Cai), supported by T. Starman, G. Niu, and C. Hall, is working on drought and salt tolerance of landscape plants, mainly garden roses. Niu is a co-principal investigator on a USDA-NIFA Specialty Crops Research Initiative grant, ''Impact and social acceptance of selected sustainable practices in ornamental crop production systems,'' in which she will evaluate the sustainability of plastic container alternatives for use in nursery production systems and determine the impact of biocontainers on water use of nursery crops and the impact on landscape performance. R. Cabrera is leading research projects on the characterization of daily and seasonal nutrient and water use and Available information on salt tolerance of ornamental plants
Our major research results are published in HortScience (Niu and Cabrera, 2010; Niu and Rodriguez, 2006a; , Journal of American Society for Horticultural Science Rodriguez, 2008, 2009) , HortTechnology (Niu et al., 2007b) , Journal of Environmental Horticulture (Niu et al., 2007a (Niu et al., , 2007c , and Scientia Horticulturae (Niu and Rodriguez, 2006b ). Niu and Cabrera (2010) provided a summary of their work on growth and physiological responses of ornamental plants to saline water irrigation. In addition, the National Water Research Institute provides a database on salinity management guidelines for landscapes irrigated with recycled water (reclaimed water) (National Water Research Institute, 2011) , including quality of recycled water, management of root-zone salinity, plant selection, and irrigation system. Since thousands of cultivars of ornamental plants are used in landscapes, further research on salt tolerance of plants species with unknown responses to salt stress is needed.
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